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Over the past few decades the scientific community has greatly enhanced the understanding of the global environment – how it functions as a unique, self-regulating system and how the Earth System is being influenced by human activities. This growing knowledge of the Earth System is based on the holistic understanding of complex systems, and cannot be grasped by a specialized analysis of its different components in isolation. 

This approach to the Earth System as a whole provides some critical insights on the structure and functioning of the System in the Holocene state. However, the relationship between humanity and the global environment has changed deeply since the industrial revolution, primarily (but not only) through access to fossil fuels - an abundant, cheap and powerful new energy source with huge consequences for the functioning of the Earth System. 

These challenges are pushing the Earth out of the stable Holocene state - the only state of the Earth System that we know with certainty can support complex human civilizations. The scientific community has responded to this challenge by developing the concept of "Planetary Boundaries". Essentially, the planetary boundaries are designed to define a Holocene-like state of the Earth System, and thus to define "a safe operating space" for humanity.

Earth's System as a Common Heritage of Humankind
The purpose now is to present a proposal for the recognition of the Holocene-like state of the Earth System as Natural Intangible Heritage. This global common constitutes the “Safe operating space” for humanity and should ground a new organization of planetary human relations. It requires the following actions: 

·     Recognition of the Earth's System as a Intangible Natural Heritage of Humankind;

·     The constitution of this heritage should be based on the indicators that represent the adequate conditions for human life: “The Planetary Boundaries”;

·     Creation  of a common metric and of  a global accounting system considering the benefits and burdens incurred by each State in the use of this common heritage;

·     Management of the Earth's System at the highest levels of the UN (possibly the UN's Trusteeship Council which has completed its original mandate);

·     Settle accounts and provide compensation between the outstanding balance of each State in regard to the maintenance of this state of the system.

·     With the introduction of accounting of benefits, promote the restoration of the ecosystems.

·     Using the legal recognition of the Earth System to integrate existing laws for the protection of the environment and create a coherent global framework, including the recognition of Ecocide as Crime Against Peace.

·     Creation of relevant social institutions to enable the representation of the interests of Humankind as a whole, Intergenerational Solidarity and the Needs of Future Generations.

·     Finding innovative ways of mobilizing resources to safeguard the Earth.
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